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1~3 Toyotomi Residential Support Center © Koji Sakai
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Furthermore, new architectural practices are being adopted to look
back at local communities and resources not only in areas where the
Earthquake hit, but also in other parts of Japan. The Toyotomi
Community Center by Atelier BNK is a community facility in the Soya
region of the town of Toyotomi in northernmost Hokkaido. The project
supplements the short comings of the neighboring town hall, nursery

school, and hospital, and crates a unified network of facilities.

The aim was to create a place for citizens of all ages by adding a library
facility and a small, multipurpose hall, while keeping the overall scale of
the center small. To curb overall energy consumption, the area of the
outer walls was reduced on the basis of a simple, rectangular plan, and
the heating load was reduced by using slit windows. In the four
entrance areas, the rectangular plan is cut away to form a courtyard
that guides natural light into the building. Inside the expensive wooden
building with its framework of locally-produced laminated lumber of
Sakhalin fir, concrete core forming earthquake-resisting elements are
arranged in conformity with wooden modules. Careful distribution of the
courtyards and the concrete cores allow the various functions of the

space to be loosely demarcated, while maintaining an appropriate scale

and brightness.






